
peace through mutual understanding



Dear friends of the Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation:

      Our organization experienced remarkable 
growth in 2022. We are so pleased to be expanding 
programming and serving our Northeast Ohio 
community.

      At the end of 2021, we received a sizable grant 
from the Park Foundation to help with capacity and 
staff building. Our hope is that funding from this grant 
and others will help establish and grow educational 
programs, our performing arts series, One Word Day, 
and other events. We also plan to provide additional 
assistance to our member Gardens in 2023 and beyond. 

   This year also saw significant growth in our One World Day event, with an 
expansion of our parade, and other offerings.  We drew the biggest crowd in 
the 76-year-history of the event. Many thanks to our production team, and our 
major sponsors, including Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, the Cuyahoga County 
Supplemental Grant Program, KeyBank, the Ohio Arts Council and many more. 

      We also experienced our second year of World on Stage, a performing arts 
series at our Centennial Peace Plaza, and welcomed new acts from different 
cultures. We look forward to further expansion of this series.

      In October, the Federation held its first benefit gala in more than six years; 
we were honored to have Ronn Richard, president and CEO of the Cleveland 
Foundation, as our keynote speaker. The event also featured performances 
from Greek, Peruvian and Chinese dance organizations, international desserts 
and more. We are happy to say the Gardens Gala was successful financially 
and, importantly, in bringing our Garden communities together in a fun, festive 
evening. Thank you to our Gardens Gala committee and staff for coordinating 
the event, and for all who supported us.

        Lastly, we are looking forward to the promise of 2023.  We are exploring 
new partnership, looking at expanding the types of events we offer in our 
Gardens, and ways to promote learning. With the vast resources of the 
Gardens – more than 40 cultures are represented through our members – we 
believe the opportunities for educational programming are ripe.
 
         Thanks to our member organizations, the foundations and individuals 
who have supported us, and to all who visit our beautiful Cleveland Cultural 
Gardens. Keep coming back.

Sincerely,

Wael Khoury, MD
President, Cleveland Cultural 
Gardens Federation

2022 By the Numbers:

Year-end balance:
General Operating  $182,645.70
Centennial Peace Plaza:  $  27,926.18
One World Day:  $  30,085.90

Thank you to our supporters:

Cleveland Foundation
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Cuyahoga County Supplemental Grant Program
Reinberger Foundation
Ohio Arts Council
American Rescue Plan Act

Thank you to 

Dan Hanson, 

Scott Morrison 

and the Sculpture Center 

for the photos 

in this report.



 The Cultural Gardens are truly in a renaissance and becoming more beautiful every day, due 
to the commitment, hard work and dedication of our members - those whose histories date back 
nearly 100 years, and those that are just getting started.  Here are some highlights from 2022:

• The Federation approved a new Peruvian Garden, sponsored by the Peruvian Cultural 
Association of Northeast Ohio.

• New or updated design plans or installations were approved (by the CCGF and the city of 
Cleveland) for the French, Lebanese, Turkish and African American Cultural Gardens

• The Syrian Garden received approval for a bust of Zenobia, a third-century queen of the 
Palmyrene Empire.

  The Syrian Garden also participated in 
Cleveland’s Front International exhibit by 
welcoming an installation called The Time 
Being, created by the Syrian-American artist 
Diana Al-Hadid.
•  The Serbian Garden installed new busts 
and a monument dedicated to George 
Voinovich.
•  The Hungarian Gardens installed new 
plaque installations dedicated to Bela Bartok 
and Zoltan Kodaly.
•  The Hebrew Garden repaired and restored 
its pink marble Wisdom Fountain, the oldest 
fountain the Cultural Gardens.
•  The Pakistani Garden broke ground for its 
first construction phase.
• The Greek Garden launched an impressive 
initiative to sculpt the images of Greek 

philosophers and ancient heroes on its replica of the Parthenon Wall; the Garden also 
produced a documentary about its history.

• The Rusyn Garden officially changed its name to the Carpatho-Rusyn Cultural Garden and 
installed a new permanent sign, dedicated at One World Day. The Garden is working on 
information pedestals that will explain more about the culture and history of the Carpatho-
Rusyn people.

• “Opera in the Italian Garden” was once again a big hit in July as the Italian Garden presented 
the Cleveland Opera and the Cleveland Ballet to an enthusiastic audience of thousands.

• Many of our Gardens came together to support members of the Ukrainian community, both in     
   the Ukrainian Garden and elsewhere.

 Many other Gardens conducted repairs to stonework and fountains and made plans for future 
installments.  Congratulations to all our members and to all of them, thank you.

The Cultural Gardens

African American
Albanian
American

American Legion Peace Garden
Armenian

Azerbaijani
British

Carpatho-Rusyn
Chinese

Colombian*
Croatian
Czech

Egyptian*
Estonian
Ethiopian
Finnish
French*
German
Greek

Hebrew
Hungarian

India
Irish

Italian
Korean*
Latvian

Lebanese
Lithuanian
Mexican*

Native American*
Pakistani*

Peace Garden of the Nations
Peruvian*

Polish
Romanian
Russian
Scottish*
Serbian
Slovak

Slovenian
Syrian
Turkish

Ukrainian
Uzbekistan*
Vietnamese*

* Gardens that are in development 
and have not yet been dedicated.

    
    The Cultural Gardens Federation recognizes how vital partnerships are to our success and 
to the success of the city; we believe we have much to give our community, and much to learn 
from others. 
     In 2022, we became part of the Restore Rockefeller Committee, a group dedicated to 
improving amenities in the half of the park not occupied by the Cultural Gardens. Restore Rockefeller seeks to open access to parts 
of Glenville that have been closed off for decades, create hiking trails through the woods in the park, and restore play equipment and 
other amenities to Sowinski Park.
       Partners on that committee include Famicos Foundation; University Circle Inc.; Doan Brook Partnership; St. Clair Superior 
Coalition; the City of Cleveland; Trust for Public Land; and Cleveland Neighborhood Progress. We look forward to many years of 
program building and collaboration with them and others looking to create a welcoming space for all in Rockefeller Park.
      This past year also brought renewed collaboration with Global Cleveland and Destination Cleveland, which introduced us to new 
marketing opportunities, and Holden Parks Trust, which continues to help fund repair and construction projects through small grants 
to individual gardens. 
      The Federation is grateful to St. Casimir Church, which allowed us the use of its facilities when our World on Stage concerts 
were threatened with rain outs; the East Boulevard Street Club for its sage advice; and GiveCamp, a consortium of volunteers from 
the local tech industry, which provided us pro-bono help to upgrade our website.  We are thankful as well to Recess Cleveland, who 
partnered with us on our December holiday gathering, bringing outdoor games for kids.



 World on Stage, a performing arts series at the Centennial 
Peace Plaza, enjoyed its second year in 2022, with varied and 
timely acts. The series showcases the talents of the ethnic 
communities represented in the Gardens and presents great 
entertainment to residents of Northeast Ohio. 
      World on Stage featured the Zumbercani Orchestra, 
a Croatian tamburitzan group, and a great evening of 

 One World Day 2022, on August 28, was the largest in its 76-year-history; enlivened by a joyous parade and 
multicultural music and dance performances at our Plaza and throughout the Gardens.
       Police estimates say between 35,000 and 40,000 attended One World Day; many visitors came to see our Parade of Flags. Led 
by Mayor Justin Bibb and Grand Marshall Dominique Moceanu, marching units from more than 45 cultures and countries brought 
musicians, dancers and individuals in native dress who were proud to proclaim pride in their people. 

The Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation provides support 
services to our member gardens and hosts programs, such as 
One World Day and One World Day and World on Stage. These 
programs help nourish an understanding of the many cultures 
that call Northeast Ohio home.

There are 35 established Cultural Gardens, and 10 more are in 
development..

Growing our Gardens (general operating support)

Your gift can help the Federation build its capacity and help 
us assist the Gardens. General operating funds support staff, 
volunteer coordination, insurance for the Gardens, marketing 
and advocacy for our members. 

Programs

Your gift can help support One World Day and World on 
Stage, and the development of future programming, such as 
education outreach to local schools.

If you would like more information about what we do, or would 
like to donate to a specific program, please contact us at 216-
220-3075 or email us at info@clevelandculturalgardens.org.

You can also visit our website at www.clevelandculturalgardens.
org. The Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation is a 501c3, 
non-profit organization.

performances produced in cooperation with Famicos 
Foundation. We also were happy to  welcome the great 
Brazilian jazz artist Moises Borges, “Echo in the Woods,” 
performed by Cleveland Opera, the Stars of Summer 
International Competition Co, and Harmonia. Its tributes to 
Ukrainian music and Ukraine were especially poignant in 2022.  


